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     I fell in love with Madeleine L'Engle decades ago, reading "A Wrinkle In 
Time."  I have always known she was a person of devout faith as well as spec-
tacular imagination.  I was not aware that her books were banned by some 
Christian traditions and congregations because of her belief in universal salva-
tion, saying, "I cannot believe that God wants punishment to go on intermina-
bly any more than does a loving parent. The entire purpose of loving punish-
ment is to teach, and it lasts only as long as is needed for the lesson. And the 
lesson is always love." I tend to agree with her. 
     I found the following poem excerpt on the Salt Project website.  It speaks eloquently and 
viscerally to our need to embrace God's love and forgiveness of us, as well as God's love and 
forgiveness of those around us.  That can be hard to remember, and sometimes even harder to 
articulate.   
     May this excerpt remind us of the need to embrace our brothers and sisters whose "sin" is 
all too clear to us.  May we also be reminded to embrace our brothers and sisters we simply 
don't understand.  May we be reminded of God's full, hardy embrace of us, warts and 
all.  Rather than worry or fear, may we feel relief and joy in response.   
 
Rev. Alan Cloar 
Interim Minister, First Christian Church (DOC) Watkinsville 
pastor@fccwatkinsville.org 
 
(404) 989-9453 (c) 
706-769-9566(o) 
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From "Lines Scribbled on an Envelope" 

 
There is too much pain 
I cannot understand 
I cannot pray… 
Here I am 
and the ugly man with beery breath beside me reminds 
 me that it is not my prayers that waken your 
 concern, my Lord; 
my prayers, my intercessions are not to ask for your love 
for all your lost and lonely ones, 
your sick and sinning souls, 
but mine, my love, my acceptance of your love. 
Your love for the woman sticking her umbrella and her 
 expensive 
parcels into my ribs and snarling, “Why don’t you watch 
 where you’re going?” 
Your love for the long-haired, gum-chewing boy who 
 shoves the old lady aside to grab a seat, 
Your love for me, too, too tired to look with love, 
too tired to look at Love, at you, in every person on the 
 bus. 
Expand my love, Lord, so I can help to bear the pain, 
help your love move my love into the tired prostitute with 
 false eyelashes and bunioned feet, 
the corrupt policeman with his hand open for graft, 
the addict, the derelict, the woman in the mink coat and 
 discontented mouth, 
the high school girl with heavy books and frightened eyes. 
Help me through these scandalous particulars 
to understand 
your love. 
Help me to pray. 
     Madeleine L’Engle 



 



Sunday, August 11 - Homecoming 
10:00 am – Sunday School 
10:30 am – Front Porch Welcome 
11:00 am – Worship – Rev. Haley Lerner 
Elder:  Ann Smith  
12:00 noon – Potluck Dinner  
 
Monday, August 12 
   6:30 pm – Board Meeting 
 
Wednesday, August 14 
  5:30 pm – Meal Ministry 
  7:00 pm - Choir 
 
Sunday, August 18 
10:00 am – Sunday School 
11:00 am – Worship 
Elder:  Rosa Hall 
 
Monday, August 19th 
10:30 am – Coffee Chat 

Wednesday, August 21 
  5:30 pm – Meal Ministry 
  7:00 pm – Choir 
 
OCAF will be using the fellowship hall 
August 21st – 23rd 
 
Sunday, August 25 
    10:30 am – Sunday School 
    11:00 am – Worship 
    Elder:  Cathy Moorehead 
 
Monday, August 26 
     6:30 pm – Disciple Women’s Meeting 
 
Wednesday, August 28 
  5:30 pm – Meal Ministry 
  7:00 pm – Choir 
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I wanted to send out a special thank you to Joan Mann, Joan Taylor, Linda Culp, Connie 
Wheeler and everyone else who helped and participated in the Bingo Night. Their help was 
greatly appreciated.  
 
ALSO, Meal Ministry started back August 7th with spaghetti, salad, and pie.  
 
Barbara 



 


