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Are we still capable of learning something new?  
 
     FCCW enjoyed a wonderful Advent and Christmas season at the church.   It was such a de-
light to gather together again and engage in community gathering, refreshed some sacred tradi-

tions, tried a few new options for church life, enjoyed singing, and helped with some service 
and missions beyond ourselves.  At every act of planning, we found ourselves figuring out 
what was important and meaningful and how could we make this opportunity better, richer, 

more faithful to God’s calling.  



 
Our volunteers for our Outreach ministry with Family Promise week started Advent provid-

ing meals, time, and overnight stays so families would have a good holiday week.   
     (Next volunteer week is April) 
An adventurous group piled in the church van and went to “Travel and See” the bright light 

displays at the UGA Botanical Gardens!   What fun to be amazed together.   The next ad-
venture is coming!   Got ideas!   

CMF organized annual THE Chicken Mull with gracious 
volunteers and some new techniques of producing the 
best mull in the world!   They revised their meeting 
time to evening and created a new opportunity!  (Next 
meeting is Feb. 5 at 6:30 PM) 

 The Young Adults and youth enjoyed an annual holiday 
gathering in a new way – by supporting a local restau-
rant.  They brought ‘white elephant’ gifts to ex-
change.  They wore “head decorations” for a 
festive time.    

The Wed Meal Ministry team provided a ‘holiday’ 
meal for pickup/take out and eat in around ta-

bles.   The shared meal 
brightens the week – espe-
cially for those who live 
alone.   New volunteers 
have brought new meaning to the crew!  The 
volunteer team was treated to special desserts in 
appreciation.    
 
 
 

 
 
The FCCW Board shared over table a meal welcoming the 2023 members by the 2022 lead-

ership.  A tradition of sharing the leadership as they prepared for the change of leader-
ship.  

 The Disciple Women Fellowship provided two service beyond self-projects with gifts for 
SOS participants and an all-church collection of cleaning products for Family Promise.   
The current participants welcomed new members to enjoy the holiday party hosted a 
member’s home.  The church van was running that night to make it easier for  

Our worship services, Sunday mornings and evening, were en-
hanced and encouraged by the attendance of ‘regulars’ and visi-
tors.  The sanctuary was decorated over 4 weeks of Advent – 
making each Sunday a day of interest to see what was new.  

The congregation, the choir and the musicians sang with gusto sea-
sonal songs to lift our spirits to God in praise!!       

Candles were lit, words were spoken, the Chrismon tree decorated, 
poinsettias adorned, and luminaries shone on the pathway.  



     “Many hands make light work.”   But none of our activities were work!                                        
It was all joy, amazement, creativity. . . with purpose - - - to honor and worship the Christ 
Child!   Much like the angels, shepherds, and even the Magi – all acts, thoughts, feelings, tal-
ents, skills, gifts - were shared in praise of God who sent a little, child to bring the human fam-
ily together in one place of welcome.   Humble and simple – yet profound and life-changing.  
 
     After managing and navigating the demands of the last two plus years, our capacity to ‘be’ 
the church, is deeper, wider, and tested with good results.   We have much, much, to be thank-
ful!      This new year, and especially this season of Epiphany, launches us strongly on the path 
of “Reclaiming Christ; Revisioning Church.”     
 
     We are in a great position as a church community to release any negative or doubtful 
thoughts about our community of faith.   We can step through the acts of forgiveness for what 
has been and with trust, take steps now to be the church we are called into being.  
 
     The season of Epiphany (40 days between January 6 
and Ash Wed) is the best time to see what we haven’t seen 
in the same way; to hear what we haven’t heard clearly; 
and to discover who we are called to be NOW.    
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

The question before us may be: Are we still capable of learning something new?  
 

     Part of resilience is our capacity to adapt and grow? I think most people are familiar with 
“resilience” being about how we deal with the ups and downs in life but being resilient isn’t 
just about getting through tough days.  It's also about becoming the person, the community of 
faith we want to be.  In 5 years, in 3 years, in 1 year – what is your vision for deepening your 
faith, for this church on the corner, for this community of faith and are you willing to adapt 
and grow with God’s calling to us?   
 
     It won’t be what it was or has been.  The scriptures from II Corinthians 5: 14 – 21 may be-
come our guiding star for this next season of faith deepening and community development:  
     “Therefore, if anyone be in Christ, they are a new creature:  old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.”  
 
     Together, we are stronger.  Come and join the path of discovery as we find ways to reveal 
Christ’s love and grace to the world.   
 
Peace to you,    
Sheila 

 



CALENDAR – FEBRUARY 2023 

 
 

 
Wednesday, February 1 
   5:30 PM – Meal Ministry 
   7:00 PM -  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, February 5 
Special Disciples Offering 
Week of Compassion Month 
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Worship 
Elder:  Rosa Hall 
 
Monday, February 6 
10:30 AM – Coffee Chat 
  7:00 PM – CMF Breakfast & Mtg. 
                     Sheila & Doc – Cooks 
 
Tuesday, February 7 
9:00 AM-1:00 PM ACTS Volunteers 
 
Wednesday, February 8 
  5:30 PM - Meal Ministry 
  7:00 PM – Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, February 9 
  6:30 PM – Elder’s Meeting 
  
Sunday, February 12 
Young Adult Week  
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Worship 
4:00 PM – Young Adults meet 
Elder: Ann Smith 
 
Monday, February 13 
10:30 AM – Monday Bible Study#2 
 6:30 PM – Board Meeting 
 
Wednesday, February 15  
   5:30 PM – Meal Ministry 
   7:00 PM – Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, February 19 
Week of Compassion Offering 
10:00 AM – Sunday School  
11:00 AM – Worship  
Elder: Bill Hunt 
 
Monday, February 20 
10:30 AM – Coffee Chat 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, February 21 
6:30 PM – Personnel Committee 
7:00 PM – Choir Rehearsal 
 
Wednesday, February 22  
Ash Wednesday -start of Lent                                        
5:00- 6:30 PM-‘Fat Tues’Pancake Supper 
7:00 PM –Ash Wednesday Worship  
 
Fri. Feb.24-Sun. Feb.26 
Regional Youth Assembly 
 
Sunday, February 26 
Week of Compassion Offering 
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Worship 
Elder:  Cathy Morehead   
 
Monday, February 27 
10:30 AM – Monday Bible Study#3 
6:30 PM – DW meeting 
 
Tuesday, February 28 
11:00 AM – Family Promise fundraiser 
‘LaTable’ 

FCCW Daytime Bible/Book Study 
  
     FCCW will host a bible study using the 
book Freeing Jesus written by Diana Butler 
Bass.  Jesus as Friend, Teacher, Savior, The Way, and 
Presence helps us grow in our faith 
as we meet life’s many challeng-
es.   This is an opportunity to redis-
cover the Jesus who walks with us 
along the way of our lives.  Come 
and join in the 5-week 
study.    Time is currently set for 
mornings – 10:30 AM on every 
other Monday, starting January 30. 
(alternating Mondays with “coffee 
chat” group) February 13, 27, 
March 13, 27.  This study will lead 
us from Epiphany thru Lent!   Con-
tact the church office to reserve your book ($10.00).   



 



 



 



 Disciple Women 
 

     Our DW and friends Christmas Party was held 
ad President Pam’s home with 18 attending. 
Church Bus brought many and great times with 
food, fellowship, and fun. Gift exchange was 
great too! 

     Thank you all who partici-
pated in the items donated in 
Nov.-Dec. to Family Promise. 
It was a great project with a 
great cause, and it was very 
much appreciated by Family 
Promise! 
 

 

     DW also did a Christmas Project for three of our 
Oconee County Seniors in SOS “Save our Seniors”. 
Three members took $100 each and bought items 
requested. Our group has done this project for sever-
al years! 
     Looking forward to a new year with Joan Taylor 
as our new President and many more great times and 
good projects! 
 

Pam Crawford 

Worship Committee 
 

     Sunday January 22, we observed Laity and Commission Sunday. Thank you for being in 
attendance to support your new board.   
 
     There is a signup sheet for placing flowers in the sanctuary on Sundays.  It is in the hall-
way across from the church office.  Please consider signing up to honor or remember a special 
person or event for your family.   
 
     We are in the process of assembling the Worship committee.  Please reach out to me  if you 
wish to join our committee. 
 

Mary Lillie Watson 
Worship Chair 


