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     Advent is upon us – starting on the last 
Sunday in November seemed too early.   
We have barely eaten the foods of Thanks-
giving before this new season of prepara-
tion and expectation is upon us!    Taking 
our time to walk a path of reclaiming 
Christ and renewing our spirits is almost 
impossible to imagine.   We hit the ground 
running toward the day of Christmas to 
come!  
     Perhaps our experience of preparation 
and expectation is much like the story Luke 
describes of Mary, Joseph and the Christ 
Child. The first steps started a journey of 
unknowns.  
     When the angel visited Mary and shared 
the news that she was chosen by God to 
carry a child that would be Jesus, she first 
responded in disbelief and resistance.   The 
impossible was now her    responsibility 
and possibility and she accepted willingly. 
     When Joseph first heard the news that 
Mary was pregnant with child that he 
would raise as his own, he first retreated to 
the tradition of rejection and protection of 

 

his betrothed.   The difficulty and shameful 
was now his calling to continue to love and 
protect his Mary and the child she carried.  
And he willingly embrace the opportunity.  
     When they traveled as a couple to Beth-
lehem to follow the law of the land, they 
discovered the journey was the beginning 
of many twists and turns of unpredictable 
situations.  They slept in a barn like cave 
because there was no room  for them, only 
a manger of hay for their child.   And they 
welcomed visitors from around the world 
to their humble room to worship and adore 
their child. 
     Each part of the story of Christ’s birth 
tells the unexpected and the unplanned to 
become a moment of possibility and re-
sponsibility.  They followed the still small 
yet encouraging voice of God.  What was 
hoped for and imagined was re-shaped by 
real life and unrealized purpose.   And God 
was there all along the way making space 
for something wonderful to happen. 
                                           
 (cont. on page 2) 



     During Advent, I am looking for some-
thing wonderful to happen.  This time of 
fullness and waiting is growing opportuni-
ties.   When God is here making space for 
something wonderful, it will happen.   
     In the meantime . . . focus on the Light 
of Love that is and the things on earth will 
grow strangely dim in God’s glory and 
grace.   
Enjoy the journey.    
 
Peace for today,  
Sheila  

 
 

CALENDAR – DECEMBER 2022 
 

Thursday, December 1 
9:00 AM – CMF – Cracker Crushing 
5:00 PM - Botanical Gardens 
 
Friday, December 2 
9:00 AM – CMF – Set up for Mull 
  
Saturday, December 3 
5:00 AM – Fire UP! – Chicken Mull 
9:00 AM – Chicken Picking 
 
Sunday, December 4 
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
10:40 AM – Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 AM – Worship 2nd Advent-Peace 
12:00 PM – Advent - all church lunch 
4:00 PM – Watkinsville Parade 
Elder:  Ann Smith  
Advent Wreath:  Larry Weatherford 
                              Jimmy Christopher 
                              Elaine Neal 
 
Monday, December 5 
7:00 PM – CMF Meeting/Meal 
 
Wednesday, December 7  
   5:30 PM – Meal Ministry 
   6:00 PM – Supper & Study 
   7:00 PM – Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, December 8 
6:00 PM – Blue Christmas Service 
 
Sunday, December 11 
10:00 AM – Sunday School  
11:00 AM – Worship 3rd Sun. Advent  
Elder:  Cathy Moorehead 
Advent Wreath: 
 
Monday, December 12 
10:30 AM – Coffee Chat  
6:00 PM – 2022/2023 Board dinner/
meeting 
 
Wednesday, December 14  
  5:30 PM – Meal Ministry 
  7:00 PM – Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, December 18 
Poinsettias in Sanctuary 
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Worship-4th Sun. Advent 
Elder:  Bill Hunt   
Advent Wreath – Reising Family 
 
Monday, December 19 
10:30 AM- Home Communion Delivered 
6:30 PM – DW meeting 
 
Wednesday, December 21 
7:00 PM - Choir Rehearsal 
 
Saturday, December 24 
11:00 PM – Christmas Eve Service 
Elder: Bill Hunt 
Advent Wreath:  Patrick Family 
 
Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day 
11:00 AM – Worship  
Elder: Mary Lillie Watson  
Advent Wreath:  Watson family 
 
Sunday, January 1 
11:00 AM – Worship 
Elder:  Rosa Hall 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicken Mull 
Watkinsville First Christian Church 

1972-2022 
 
 
     In 1972 Chicken Mull started behind the Watkinsville First Christian Church as a fundraiser 
for the church. It was such a big hit, that (the Christian Men’s Fellowship) by a few men decid-
ed to do it again the next year. To name a few of the men that wanted to do this was: Hot 
Thomas, Ed Harris, Leroy Marshall, Albert Smith, Jim Booth, and Homer Hansford. 
     The mull was small at first but grew from 5 black pots to 36 later. They would sell a quart 
for $5.00 and give the money after expenses to the community for people in need. 
     When the Mull got so big (the Christian Women’s Fellowship) would help to pick the meat 
off the bones. 
     We need to thank all the Christian Men’s Fellowship and Christian Women’s Fellowship for 
all of their work over the years, that made this project such a wonderful reality. This has been a 
long running 50 years. So, watch for this year’s Mull and thank all who will work again on 
Dec. 3rd. 
 
Maybe we can do it for 50 more years. 
 
Susan Hansford 
 

 



FCCW Disciple Women  
December Service Projects and Activities 

  
     DW is an active women’s fellowship 
and service group that meets at the church 
on the fourth Monday of each month.  All 
women and their friends are invited to at-
tend this friendly, active group.   This 
month there are two service projects with 
focus on community non-profit organiza-
tions – Family Promise and Support Our 
Seniors (SOS). 

 
 

FCCW Wed Meal Ministry Serving! 
  
    Volunteers are the best!   Most Wednes-
days there is a group of positive thinking, 
hardworking volunteers who share the op-
portunity to prepare and serve some good 
food.   Since April, 2020, the Wed. night 
group has served.  Recently, they prepared 
17 meals for pick-up/delivery and 25 meals 
for eat in – all in the name of ‘Thanksgiving 
– Around the Table’  The schedule will go 
through December 14 and then take a few 
weeks break.   We will resume on January 
11, 2023.  We are thankful for our current 
volunteers who include: Mary Lillie Wat-
son, Ray Watson, Steve Hansford, Gina 
Hansford, Roseanne Smith, Joan Mann, 
Maria Turnbull, Barb Powell, Eddie Ander-
son, Linda Culp. Thank you to all who have 
donated and participated!  



125th GA Regional Assembly Well Attended 
by FCCW! 

  
     FCCW was well represented at the vari-
ous opportunities presented at the 125th GA 
Regional Assembly held at FCC, Athens, 
GA.   The two- and half-day event included 
something for all ages and informative pro-
grams and preachers who inspired the local 
congregations.   Options included two times 
of worship with communion and preaching 
by Rev. Dr. Amy Butler, interim minister at 
National City Christian Church, Washing-
ton, DC.  She spoke powerfully on the 
theme of the Assembly “Re-Church:  Re-
Cast Your Net!” based on John 21.    
     Cathy Moorehead joined in the All-
Assembly Choir.  The Evangelism Work-
shop was attended by FCCW Mary Lillie 
Watson and Joan Mann.   The other FCCW 
members attending the Assembly 
were   Pam Gunter who serves on   Region-
al Board and Elaine Neal who provided the 
outside banner.   Dave Durden graciously 
volunteered to hang and remove the outside 
banner. Rev Betty Brewer-Calvert was hon-
ored and thanked for her 19 years of service 
to the Region as the Director of Women 
Ministries.  And the clergy had a dinner 
with leadership from Rev. Troy Ta-
tum.   Chandler Bays who serves on the 
Youth Advisory Council (YAC), attended 
the Youth Lock-In.   The ‘hit’ of the even-
ing was the Friday night ‘tailgate’ with Di-
ane Rittenberry with a fried fish meal and 
the infamous Varsity food truck.    



FCCW Has Fun! 
  
     If you go out in the parking lot with candy – they will come!   The annual ‘Trunk ‘ n Treat’ 
community event took place on October 31.    The Watkinsville Welcome Center sponsored 
this fun, imagination station event.   FCCW had three decorated vehicles and welcomed 
Brightstone and the Watkinsville Police sharing the front parking lot as a place of wel-
come.   14 church members joined the fun and handed out candy to all who paraded by the ve-
hicles.   It was a fun night of imagination and sharing with the community of parents, grand-
parents and their kids.  Plan on attending next year and bringing a decorative ‘trunk.’ 



 



 



 



 
 

Thurs, Dec. 8 – 6:00 PM  
“Blue Christmas” Service 

 
 
 

A Service of Healing and Hope 
 

     In this service, we light a candle and 
share a moment in community with those 
who may find themselves in a place of sad-
ness among moments of happi-
ness. Holidays are woven together with 
memories of the past with people we 
love.   In support of those who experience 
grief, we gather around the ‘blue’ Christ-
mas tree in acknowledgement of memories 
and love.  “Grief is really just love with no 
place to go” 
     This is a short, outdoor service of reflec-
tion.   Please bring a chair and a blan-
ket.  Afterwards, join in for cookies and hot 
chocolate and singing carols on the front 
porch as an act of release and remem-
brance. 
 
 
 
“Blessed be the God and father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ - - - who comfort us in all our 
affliction, so that we might be able to com-
fort those who are in any affliction.”   
 
II Cor 1: 3 – 4 

 
 
 
 
 

FCCW Collects Disciple  
Christmas Offering 

  
 
 
 
“Repeat the Sounding Joy” calls to us dur-
ing the month of December.  The Christ-
mas Offering remains in the Region of Ga. 
and support ministries and programs that 
impact congregations.    
 
 
Our FCCW goal is $1000.  May we be gen-
erous in our giving! 



 


